Thornton Parish Council
Report of the Chair for the year 2014/ 2015
The past year was once again dominated by the Plan for Sefton which was published on 27th March 2015 thus ending the consultation period. In common with others I prepared a ‘critical’ response to the plan in so far as Thornton and our near neighbours were concerned and this accompanied the main Plan when it went to the Government in the summer for assessment by a member of the Planning Inspectorate.
Having attended the hearings in November and December 2015 and again in January 2016 following which I submitted a final paper on behalf of the Parish Council which was accepted by the Inspector, he announced his decision late in February when he agreed that the Plan was sound and suitable accept for one minor aspect. In my view this decision was perverse because the vast majority of Sefton residents, including many in Thornton, had made up their minds that they did not want any houses built on the green belt until all brown sites had been accounted for and they certainly did not want houses built on land which was at risk of flooding. In approving the Plan, the Inspector approved the building of houses in those areas contrary to the wishes of local residents throughout Sefton.  What was the point of consultation if they were going to ignore the views expressed by the public? In my view the consultation process was a complete waste of time.
The Stocks and Sundial Project has been approved and we have been granted funding of £9,800 to refurbish the Stocks and Sundial. The entire project will involve pupils from two local schools, Holy Family and St.William of York, visiting the site and carrying out research and other suitable projects to stress the importance of protecting our heritage. The refurbishment process will be carried out after that by two specialist companies. Permission has only just been received so we have not yet put our plan together and publicised it but that will follow in the near future. 
 The project to upgrade The Crescent Shopping Parade which was is the subject of great frustration is now back on the Agenda. Cllrs Pengelly and Bain will soon meet again with representatives of Sefton MBC to discuss the way forward after a bid to the Capitol Priorities Fund for a grant was turned down by Sefton. It seems that we might have to accept a less ambitious outcome than we first envisaged. 

The opening of the Tesco Express which has caused so much distress to at least one local resident, Alison Payne, remains uppermost in my mind. I have written to the new CEO of Tesco, Dave Lewis, but the letter was forwarded to the local area manager in Manchester, Mark Thomas, a somewhat arrogant individual whose response got a very forthright reply from me. Bill Esterson asked a question about the matter in the House of Commons the response being ‘the application relates to the land and not the individual’. He is seeking to speak to Dave Lewis himself but I has not achieved that goal as yet. Following further representation from Miss Payne recently, I have asked Bill Esterson’s office if they could arrange for him to visit her. 

The Tesco Express has had a very obvious impact on some of the shops at The Crescent and we are seeking ways to address that.  

Sefton Central Area Committee is currently the subject of a review as are all 3 Area Committees in the Borough. As I advised you last year I, and the other members of the ‘Ten Parishes’, do not believe it  serves the Parish Councils as well as its predecessor did. 
On a more positive note we have received a great deal of support this year from Ward Councillor John Kelly who was the chair of the Area Committee last year and hopefully that will continue this year as Cllr Clare Carragher, who replaced Dianne Roberts as a councillor for Manor Ward is the chair this year. We have adjusted the date of our meetings to facilitate the attendance of the Ward Councillors.

David Miles attends the meetings of the Sefton Area Partnership of Local Councils (the 10 Parishes) and I am grateful for that. The Parish Charter for Local Councils has been updated but there is still room for improvement particularly the way the Parishes are treated by some Ward Councillors on Sefton MBC.


We embarked upon a recruitment drive last year to cover our vacancies and adopted a policy of seeking younger members. We interviewed 6 candidates who all came over well and appointed 3, Mike Chambers, Elizabeth Stanfield and Robbie Bain, the latter being no stranger to the Parish Council have attended a number of our meetings in the past. Unfortunately after the appointments were made, Elizabeth found that she could not carry out the commitments which she had agreed to and resigned. Her position remains unfilled but has been advertised. This week we have received the resignation of Cllr Pat Olsen for personal reasons and her position will be discussed at the ordinary meeting which follows.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pat for all of the work she has done on behalf of the Parish Council. Pat is a true professional whose skills will be very much missed. 

Last year we introduced an Open Meeting which was very successful and we held another this year.  Unfortunately this was not so well attended because the original date agreed by Holy Family School was cancelled at short notice by the school business manager, a habit which had occurred with two of our ordinary meetings. Hopefully that problem has now been resolved following a meeting with the Head Teacher at the school.
Nonetheless the Open Meeting went ahead on 8th February 2016 when Stephen Birch spoke to us about the impact of Brooms Cross Road on Thornton in particular and Sefton generally. He referred to a number of emails which he had received from members of the public via Thornton Parish Council and promised to respond to them all which he later did. The current situation is that a company which specialises in traffic management issues is carrying out research in Thornton and other parts of Sefton to identify the permanent effects which the new road has had and then to identify solutions. However this will take a little time and will not happen overnight.
Stephen was followed by Sam Dimba and Graeme Lymbery who spoke at length on the problem of flooding and the responsibilities of riparian owners. We agreed to meet to discuss matters of mutual interest. On Wednesday 13th April 2016, Cllr Mike Chambers and I met with Sam Dimba and Paul Wisse at Magdalen House. We gained a very informative knowledge of the problems posed by flooding in Thornton, the causes, some remedies which had been applied and others which were to follow. By far the biggest issue was the failure of riparian owners to carry out their responsibilities and to this end it was agreed that a further letter be sent to them by Sam Dimba explaining how those responsibilities could be met by forming an ‘association of riparian owners’. This would be followed by a talk at the July meeting of the Parish Council and hopefully thereafter the Parish Council would facilitate the formation of the group of owners. This project is being overseen by Cllr Mike Chambers.

Inspector Ian Jones, who is responsible for Neighbourhood Policing in Thornton, attended to talk to us about local issues and soon found himself using his powers of arrest when a proliferate local thief who was wanted for a series of offences of burglary turned up at the school and was promptly arrested after a struggle. Valuable assistance was given to Inspector Jones by ex-Parish Councillor George Pennington who helped to subdue the prisoner who was later charged with a large number of offences of burglary. 

We also produced and distributed a Parish Council Newsletter and followed that up with a ‘Flyer’ when dates had to be changed because the school could not accommodate us. I am extremely grateful to those of you and your families who helped to deliver the Newsletter and the ‘Flyer’.

We intend to meet with the new team at Sefton which is responsible for street cleaning generally as there have been some issues recently which have given us cause for concern. One that immediately comes to mind is the failure to remove fallen leaves before they get into the drainage system thus causing blockages. Some very good work has been carried out at our behest by the Highways Maintenance Section in resolving some long standing flooding issues on Green Lane, Park View and Ince Road.

We have set ourselves the following objectives in the early part of the year on which we want to concentrate our minds, Flooding, Street Cleansing, Traffic issues, i.e. the impact of the new road and speeding and the provision of bus shelters on Brooms Cross Road. I am delighted to say that we are actively involved in all of them and have built up good working relationships with the appropriate Officers in Sefton Council. Special mention should be made about the provision of Bus Shelters which initially we were told were a pipe dream. Due to the close working relationship which Pat Olsen developed with Ian McDermott of Merseytravel the first bus shelter was installed this week and the next one will be installed next week. I am extremely grateful to both Pat and Ian for their commitment to the cause and for producing such a welcome result. 

A member of the Roads Policing Unit, David Williams, spoke at our last meeting about forming a ‘Speed Watch Volunteers Scheme’ which entails members of the public working with the police to enforce speed limits in their locality. Enrolment forms were taken away but as far as I am aware none have been completed and returned. I think we should raise this issue again.

Thanks to our clerk, Jeanette, for picking up a suggestion by Cllr David Miles about a potential source of funding to enable us to enhance our website. Jeanette applied for and subsequently received the funding and thanks are now due to Mike Chambers who has set up the new website which is now live. Mike has also established a ‘twitter’ account for us which is proving to be very beneficial for any number of reasons. Well done to all of you involved in this project which is so important as a two-way means of communication with our residents and partners in local government. 

 I am grateful to you all for your continued support and for the time you have put at the disposal of the residents of our Parish and also to those residents who support us by attending our meetings on a regular basis. All the signs auger well for the future once we get over the few teething troubles which always occur when new relationships are formed and we settle down as a new, forward thinking Parish Council and one which we can all be proud of.

I would like to conclude as ever with a special thank you to Jeanette, our Clerk, who continues to manage our activities professionally from year to year. Jeanette is the ‘glue’ which keeps the Parish Council together and from time to time issues a few words of wisdom designed to bring us back to reality when we might be straying off course. Thanks Jeanette for the quiet, but significant role you play with Thornton Parish Council.
Ken Hounsell
Chair

